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 Feature Teachers 
By Sanjana Chirravuri, Mehr Bindra, Sudhikshka Ramesh 

Mrs. Meyer 
Have you wondered what it is like to be a 
literacy teacher? Well let’s look into our very 
own literacy teacher, Mrs. Meyer.  Let’s take 
closer look at Mrs. Meyer’s past and 
present… 

Growing Up 
 Growing up, Mrs. Meyer had a brother and a 
sister. They got along well with each other. 
Her brother and sister were not very serious 
about school, unlike Mrs. Meyer. The siblings 
spent a lot of time together, laughing a lot. 
They still love getting together and 
remembering their childhood memories. Mrs. 
Meyer’s favorite subject at school was 
surprisingly…… MATH ! She liked it because 
she was really good at it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos by Anna Claire Ingram 

 Jobs 
Mrs. Meyer is a 

literacy teacher for Team B 
in 5th grade and she is the 
teacher/advisor for 
Newspaper Club. Being 
with kids, seeing them be 
active in learning, and 
watching them grow is Mrs. 
Meyer’s favorite part about 
teaching. She wanted to be a literacy teacher 
because she didn’t like how she was taught to 
read and write when she was in school. They 
didn’t read many books and there was also no 
interaction with teachers and books at her 
school, like there is with Guided Reading. 

Family 
Mrs. Meyer has been married for almost 25 
years. She has 4 children who are Julia (20), 
Gunnar (17), Nathan (15), and Andrew (12). 
She also has a dog, hermit crab, and snake. 
She loves doing stuff with her family like 
going on trips and playing games. Her favorite 
family trip was a vacation to Mexico. A place 
Mrs. Meyer has always wanted to go is to 
Hawaii. Maybe some day.  
                         Digital Art by Kiera Hale 
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Feature Teachers 
Mr. Ames 

                Have you ever wondered what it is 
like to be a math teacher and a coach? 
Whether you wondered or not, you’ll find out 
by exploring our very own 6th grade math 
teacher, Mr. Ames 

Jobs 
      Mr. Ames, as you know, is a math 
teacher and an accelerated math teacher. He 
also loves sports, so he became a sports 
coach. Mr. Ames coaches high school football 
and girls’ track and field. He chose to work at 
OMS because he likes to teach kids that are 
going to be young adults. Mr. Ames wanted to 
teach so that he can make students be the 
best they can be. He likes to inspire students 
to work hard and do their best. Mr. Ames 
loves seeing his students grow and succeed. 
He loves to make students laugh. Mr. Ames 
has always been in love with numbers and 
statistics, and he was really good at it too. So, 
he chose to teach math.  

 
Family  

Mr. Ames is married and has two 
children, a daughter and a son. Jenna, his 
daughter who is a senior at Twinsburg High 
School, and Brandon who is a freshman at 
Twinsburg High School. Mr. Ames loves to 
spend time with his family.  
 

Hobbies 
Mr. Ames loves sports. He coaches, 

which takes up most of his time. He likes to 
travel in the summer. Mr.Ames has been to 
almost every state in the United States. He 
loves all the Cleveland teams like the Cavs, 
Browns, Indians, and other teams too. Mr. 
Ames does not like the Steelers at all. 
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Orchard Opinions 
 

Should FLAG Burning be Illegal?  
ⓌⓇⒾⓉⓉⒺⓃ ⒷⓎ ⒶⒶⓀⒶⓇⓈⒽ ⒼⒶⓇⒼ 

& ⒺⒹⒾⓉⒺⒹ ⓅⓇⒶⒽⒶⓁⒶⒹ ⓇⒶⓄ 
Should we make burning flags      

illegal? Many political figures such     
as president elect Donald Trump     
want to ban the burning of flags.       
Also in 2005, Hillary Clinton     
suggested making flag burning    
illegal. My opinion of the matter is       
that we should not make burning      
flags illegal. 

Many people say burning flags      
disrespects American culture, and    
attacks the American heritage.    
They also say burning flags is a       
very severe disrespectful move    
against America.  

 
 
 

The reason of why I say burning        
flags should be kept legal is that       
burning flags is the American way of       
protesting deeply, since Americans    
consider the flag special. This idea of       
protest is deeply symbolic and is the       
basic civil right of an American citizen. 

On the other hand, many people       
think flag burning should be illegal.      
They have a strong argument of saying       
the flag is deeply sacred to the       
American people and thousands of     
people have died for it. People say that        
if you disrespect the flag you disrespect       
the country. People say that the flag is        
a piece of the American heart, like the        
statue of Liberty and the constitution.      
People ask flag burning supporters if      
they would burn the Constitution.     
People have grown so attached to the       
flag that people are raging against      
protesters that are burning flags. 

 
 

In the historic Texas vs Johnson       
case, Texas courts charged Johnson     
because he burned an American flag      
outside the Republican National    
Convention. Johnson pleaded to the     
Supreme Court that his actions were      
“symbolic speech”. In 1989 the     
Supreme Court decided that Johnson’s     
actions were protected by the first      
amendment, and that all charges were      
to be dropped. This received much      
tension, but it was generally agreed      
that flag burning was protected by the       
first amendment 

Should flag burning be illegal?      
You decide. The government is for,      
and run by the people. 
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Should There Be Less Homework? 
Homework: YES or NO! 

By Grace Chen, Sophia Chen and Taryn Halley 

 
Homework is something that many students do on a daily basis. Homework can be a 

range of subjects from literacy, math, etc.  Most people encourage homework. It helps you 
practice your skills and perfect them. But, some studies show that homework can be 
detrimental to your health and your grades. 

Homework is good for you, it helps you practice your skills and lets the teacher know 
who needs help and who doesn’t.  

Homework is good for you because if you did homework, it shows the teacher what 
you know. Those who struggle in class get the help they need while the kids who excel in 
homework don’t need the teacher as much so the teacher can focus on those who 
struggle.  Homework will also help you improve the skills you have learned that day. 
Homework helps improve memory so doing homework lets the information stick to your 
head. Another good thing about homework is that it teaches you time management. If you 
learn time management, you learn how to manage your time, and you become very 
organized.  

Lots of homework is bad for your grades, your health and can be bad for the 
environment. 
Homework may not be good for you because countries with less homework, do better than 
countries with more homework. Also, homework takes up too much time and you can use 
that time to study instead. It teaches kids that learning isn’t fun and can be tiring. To learn 
students need engaging activities. Homework can also be bad for your health. It causes 
stress, which can weaken your immune system and make you sick more often so you can’t 
spend as much time in school (which means more homework). Another cause of homework 
is that it is bad for the environment. This is because homework is usually on paper. Paper is 
made with trees and trees being cut down have a major impact on the environment 
including animals. Not only can homework kill animals, but with homework we also cut down 
on oxygen supply because there won’t be as many trees or any trees. Homework is bad for 
your and the environment. 

 
We interviewed Mrs.Meyer and Miss. Jennings on how they feel about homework... 

Do you like giving homework? 
Mrs. Meyer:  “No, unless it’s just reading.” 
Miss. Jennings: “ I don’t, but homework is important .” 
 
Do you think homework helps kids learn? 
Mrs. Meyer:  “Reading does and it depends on the homework. For some kids, homework can 
be a waste of time because they already know how to do it. For other kids, it’s stressful. The 
same homework for everybody is not always  helpful.” 
Miss. Jennings: “ Yes” 

4 



 

 
 
We also asked newspaper club members some questions about homework. Here are the 
questions and how they responded: 
 
Question #1: Do you like homework? 
Yes: 7.3% 
No: 39% 
Maybe: 53.7%  
 
Question #2: Do you feel like homework interferes with out-of-school activities? 
Yes: 87.8% 
No: 12.2%  
 
Question #3: Should we have….. 
Shorter school days and more homework: 87.5% 
Longer school days and less/no homework: 12.5% 
 

Here are some responses on how kids feel about homework: 
 

- I do not mind homework, it is not as big of a deal to me as it is to others. I do think that 
it interferes with after school activities, though. It is just extra practice that the 
teachers have assigned to us. 

 
- We do work all day in school. Homework is just more work that does not teach me 

anything I did not already know. 
 

- Homework helps you learn and be successful although the amount of homework can 
be reduced and the homework can be harder. 

 
- Animals including us need oxygen to breathe, homework uses trees and destroys 

environments. 
 

 How do you feel about homework? 
 
Here are 14 reasons why homework is important: 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/post/homework-the-useful-an
d-the-useless/2011/06/17/AGRVvnYH_blog.html?utm_term=.16a77f95310e  
http://blog.eskool.ca/parenting/why-homework-is-important/  
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Edulastic is new on the block. We’ve been using it for formatives, finals, midterms… 
technically every test we take on Edulastic has been by our sides. Or has it? We have all 
noticed its flaws, and we haven't taken much action to fix it. Should we start? You tell me. Is it a 
Yay, or a Nay? 

 

Yay 
Edulastic has definitely been a huge leap forward from paper testing. We can see our 

grades, take tests, and do much more with just one website! What can’t Edulastic do? For the 
teachers that have students with messy handwriting, Google Classroom also allows students to 
write essays on the computer, benefitting both students and teachers. Students will not have 
to worry about hand cramps. When we type essays it helps us improves our typing skills. Most 
of the time teachers don’t have the time to grade long benchmark tests, or short formatives 
for everyone in their class. Instead of having to grade online tests, teachers can focus on 
lessons, and making sure they are providing the best education. But under these crazy 
features… what are electronic testing’s REAL flaws?  

 
Nay 
 Almost every single student in this school has raised their hand and said, “Edulastic is 
not working.” You know that little ‘ x’ in the top left corner? That button makes you think it is 
getting rid of all your answers. WHY is it even there!? As you know, the teachers come around 
and hand out blank paper. They tell us to take notes and use it as a notes sheet. We might as 
well just take a paper test if we are putting our work/answers down on the paper. Our typing 
speeds vary from fast to slow. Even though we have a lot of time, we may not finish our test 
because of our slower typers. We have to stay in for recess, specials, and be late to multiple 
classes. Edulastic has been disappointing so far. Let's hope Edulastic steps up its game! 
 
In the meantime... 

Edulastic has been the main testing website for the 2016-2017 school year. Even though 
it has some issues, we can learn to work around them. Edulastics crew is working 24/7 to make 
sure it’s the best website for you. We just have to learn to accept this new testing. In the 
meantime, make sure to do your best on the tests!  
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Are Aliens Real? 

By Juliet Dowling-Coll and Leah Smith 

YES NO 

 Aliens are real. Scientist say they have found 

signs of life on other planets. For example, 

they found pyramids on Mars. People might 

say that they are photoshopping pictures of 

“aliens”, but scientist may be just showing 

their thinking of what the aliens look like. 

Scientists claim that the two planets closest to 

the Sun are too hot for humans, but aliens 

may have different characteristics than 

humans. The planets too far away from the 

Sun may also carry exterrestrial life. There 

are many more galaxies in the universe, so it is 

a very high chance that there is more life than 

just humans in the universe. The government 

built secret bases for aliens. If aliens are not 

real, why would the government build a base 

for the aliens?  

     Aliens are not real. If aliens were real how 

come we haven't seen them yet. People have 

claimed that they have pictures of aliens we 

don't know if they are photoshopped or not, 

for example 

    

http://www.dailystar.co.uk/news/weird-news/

468641/europa-moon-jupiter-alien-life-mars 

  This alien isn't even on the planet and the 

people that “took this picture” say that they 

have spotted aliens on Mars. It would be very 

unrealistic and a big shock if aliens were real. 

There is no apparent reason why somebody 

should believe in these “creatures”. People 

post pictures on google of aliens while other 

people post other pictures on google that look 

completely different. People may say that 

there are different types of aliens but how do 

they know that? Do all of the people that post 

pictures work at NASA? Probably not. Some 

people just like posting pictures and making 

movies about aliens to get famous.  
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Should We Allow Genetically Modified Humans? 
So what does “genetically modified” mean? This means that we humans modify the cells inside an organism. How does this 

work? Well, in 1869, scientists discovered something called DNA. The DNA stores all the information about how the cell will be made. 
In 1994 humans learned how to genetically modify this DNA. Scientists snip parts of the DNA and replace it with other strips of DNA to 
change the cells in the body. 

What is the point of replacing our DNA you may ask? The point is to try to alter the human body to make it better, and make it 
easier to survive. Even though scientists know a lot about human gene editing, they don’t have complete control over the complications 
and side effects of genetic modification. Should genetically modifying humans be allowed? 

FOR genetically modified 
humans-Aakarsh Garg 

Pictures AGAINST genetically modified humans- 
Erik Li & Josh Jiang  

         Scientists just came up with the 
most powerful gene editing tool of this 
generation. The CRISPR (Clustered 
Regularly Interspaced Short 
Palindrome Repeats). This tool lets 
doctors insert pieces of DNA in the cells 
to make the body have less risks of 
getting a disease. 
       Strengthening the receiver has 
always been an idea that scientists 
have tinkered with. Strengthening cells 
can help prevent diseases by removing 
cells that are likely to have cancer. For 
example a scientist named George 
Church who represents Harvard 
University suggests that scientists 
tamper with babies neurons (brain 
cells) to prevent alzheimer's by 
stopping plaques and tangles that will 
haunt them in the future. 
         Another way genetically modified 
humans will save lives is that it can stop 
diseases that are inherited. If a kid’s 
parent has Huntington's disease (a 
disease that causes breakdown in the 
brain) then the kid is likely to inherit it. 
We shouldn’t let kids suffer from 
curable diseases. Using CRISPR, we 
can stop inherited diseases. If we allow 
gene editing many people’s lives will be 
saved. It is about time we save more 
lives, and act like civilized beings with a 
control on life.  
 
Support CRISPR. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

      Scientists just came up with a 
terrible, unnatural, unethical solution for 
creating genetically modified humans, 
CRISPR (clustered regularly 
interspaced short palindrome repeats). 
But  do the benefits outweigh the the 
risks? No. Do you really want unknown 
genes in your body, put there by an 
experimental process? What if they 
mess up? What are you going to do? 
You’re permanently messed up in some 
way or another and you’re not going to 
be able to get yourself fixed.  
      Gene editing is risky because it 
allows humans to make babies perfect. 
Smart, tall, funny; parents  can give 
their kids all these qualities. If every 
parent gives their kids the same genetic 
structure to resist diseases we know of 
and give them the same genes to make 
them smart, then a disease that is 
unknown and can penetrate the genes 
could wipe out the human race. With 
everyone having such a similar genetic 
structure, one disease can target a 
similar feature in every one and it could 
wipe out all the humans that have been 
modified. 
       Gene modification is also very 
unethical. What about the people who 
can’t afford genetic engineering? 
Eventually it will result in a scenario like 
how Bethany Wiggins  wrote about in 
the book Stung. People with different 
traits caused by genome editing will 
separate themselves based on genes. 
This might cause the separation on 
humans as a whole. CRISPR is 
dangerous. DON”T support CRISPR. 

http://www.councilforresponsiblegenetics.org/ViewPage.aspx?pageId=108 
http://www.livescience.com/27206-genetic-engineering-babies-debate.html 
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/magazine/2016/08/human-gene-editing-pro-con-opinions/ 
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Recommendation Station 

By Anna Claire Ingram 
 

Making Friends With Billy Wong by Augusta Scattergood 
 

In this book there is a girl named Azalea, who is sent to stay with her grandmother, 
who hurt herself in the garden. Azalea definitely does not want to go even though 
the Tyler Elementary Back-To-School Picnic in her Texas hometown is not 
important to her. Those picnic strangers though were preferable to the strangers in 
Paris Junction, Arkansas, where she must spend the summer taking care of 
Grandma Clark. Luckily, she meets a boy named Billy Wong, who is living with his 
Great Aunt and Uncle, who own the grocery store called Lucky Foods. There is a 
boy named Willis who causes a lot of problems for Azalea and Billy, and the rest of 
the town. The story is written from Azalea’s point of view and through Billy's poems. 
It is based on the real accounts of Chinese immigrants in the 1940’s. Readers will 
love it because it’s about true friendship, the kind everyone would like to have. 

 
 

 
 
 

By: Cindy Yu and Phoebe Shi 
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Photos by Taryn Halley 
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Rockin’ Writing 
 

Momma's Little Fur Baker 
A short story of adorableness! 

 

Written by Hunter Ledford 
 

On February 13th I decided to bake valentine's cupcakes. My cat named 
Mr.Stinky always loves to be by me and rub against me when I do things, which 
includes baking. He loves to "bake" with me. I was making the batter for the 
cupcakes and I looked down and saw him sitting on my foot. He meowed at me 
like usual. Soon the batter was ready and I poured it into the cupcake tray and 
I heard this meowing again. Now when I looked at him he was going in circles 
around the kitchen. 

I told him (Yes, I talk to my cat) "You don't have thumbs so you can't help 
me.". For some reason he can understand me when I talk. And he sat there and 
meowed at me again. I know you are not supposed to give animals chocolate but 
he was giving me the kitten eyes so I couldn't resist giving him a tiny bit of 
batter. I accidentally dropped some on the floor but not for him but because I'm 
clumsy.  

So he licked it up and seemed happy. When I put the cupcakes in the oven 
and went to make the vanilla frosting a pink color, I started to mix the food 
coloring and frosting when I heard, “meow”.  He was sitting behind me looking at 
me with the kitten eyes again. "Do you want to help or do you just want 
frosting?" I asked him. “Mew”.  He wouldn’t answer me, so I put a little of the 
frosting left over on the side of the container on my finger. I bent down by him 
and he licked it off. He wanted more! 

However, he was in such a hurry to make sure the dog didn't get any 
frosting that he got some on his little pink nose. It was adorable. Luckily he 
didn't get it on his white fur or I would have never been able to find where it 

was. I took out my phone and took a picture of the 
cuteness. 

 
 My cat is basicly a dog in a cat’s costume. 
 
<--- My cat with frosting on his nose 
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Before there was Africa, North America, South America, Australia, India, Arabian Peninsula, and 

Antarctica, there was a big continent that was named... Well it wasn't named anything because 
humans didn't exist during that time period. Today scientists call it Gondwanaland. Gondwanaland 
was believed to have broken apart about 150 million years ago. Gondwanaland, also known as the 
supercontinent, had all the resources that were needed for the animals living there. During 

Gondwanaland, the planet was much warmer 
than today, there was no Antarctic ice sheet, and 
dinosaurs still roamed the Earth. It was the 
Jurassic Period, and much of Gondwana was 
covered with lush rainforest. On top of that, 
Gondwanaland was filled with beautiful 
vegetation. But all beautiful things must come to 
an end.  
 

Gondwanaland split up into different countries and continents. Magma from below the 
Earth's crust began pushing upward, creating a fissure between what would become Africa, South 
America and North America. Bits and pieces of the future supercontinent collided over millennia, 
bringing together what are now Africa, India, Madagascar, Australia and Antarctica. The separation of 
Gondwana land also separated animals, wildlife and vegetation causing the animals to evolve and 
adapt to different environments. It separated a giant flightless bird called the Gondwana bird into 
different countries, the emu of Australia, rhea of South America, and the ostrich of Africa. All of 
these birds that were once the same, adapted and evolved according to their new environment. It is 
for this reason that many animals from around the world have similarities and differences. What 
was once the Land of all Lands, Gondwanaland, is now the many lands of our homes, of many 
continents and countries. 
 
 

 
  

12 

https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&sa=X&biw=1366&bih=702&q=Africa&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LQz9U3sKyoKFHiBLFS0o3zDLXUMsqt9JPzc3JSk0sy8_P0c_KTE0GMYquS_JTESoWCxKIShfw0AGjY_Es_AAAA&ved=0ahUKEwjW8YKk8bLSAhXq8YMKHQ6JC1IQmxMImAEoATAW
https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&sa=X&biw=1366&bih=702&q=Indian+subcontinent&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LQz9U3sKyoKFHiBLEMLcuMS7TUMsqt9JPzc3JSk0sy8_P0c_KTE0GMYquS_JTESoWCxKIShfw0AG4G0vM_AAAA&ved=0ahUKEwjW8YKk8bLSAhXq8YMKHQ6JC1IQmxMInAEoBTAW
http://www.livescience.com/topics/antarctica/


 

 

Krak’s Dragon 
A Polish Folktale 

Recounted by Brianna Gordon 

There once was a village in Poland that was nestled 

in the hills near the Vistula River. The village was 

prospering, and the people there were happy. 

Unfortunately, there was also a cave close by and a 

terrifying, fire-breathing dragon had moved in.  

The dragon started to attack the town. It 

ate the farm animals, killed civilians, and destroyed 

buildings and farms. The mayor of the village 

offered a big reward to the person who killed the 

dragon. Many tried, but they all got cooked and 

devoured. 

Finally, a boy named Krak asked the mayor 

if he could try to kill the dragon. By now, there 

were so many destroyed buildings and so many 

missing farm animals and civilians that the mayor, 

desperate for a solution, said yes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              The statue of Krak’s Dragon 

     Krak was a good cook and had special skills. He 

made three big, roasted sheep. He stuffed the 

 sheep with very hot spices and sulfur. Krak placed 

the sheep in front of the dragon’s cave, where the 

dragon was sleeping. He quickly ran away.  

       When the dragon woke up, it greedily 

devoured all three of the sheep. But the spicy 

inside was too much. It was so spicy that the 

dragon drank half of the Vistula River to try and 

stop the burning. But it didn’t do any good. The 

spices and sulfur combination made the dragon 

explode, and it died. Krak had done what no one 

else was able to do.  

       The village was happy and named it Krakow, 

after the heroic Krak. The village still has this 

name today. 

The memory of the dragon survives. There 

is a statue of the dragon that is rigged with a fire 

nozzle so it breathes fire once every few minutes. 

With this, tourists can “see” the dragon and 

imagine what it was like for the heroic Krak. 
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Orchard Qualities: Persistence! 

Brianna Gordon 
 

       Persistence. That one word is everywhere - in 
newspapers, books, in actions everywhere. 
Persistence is even this month’s Orchard Quality. 
But what does it mean to be persistent?  

When you are persistent, you keep trying 
something even if it is hard. Many famous scientists, 
like Einstein (who discovered relativity), Copernicus 
(who came up with the solar system idea), and many 
others were persistent to show that their theories 
were right. Without Einstein, we wouldn’t know that 
light is both particles and waves. Many civil rights 
activists (like Martin Luther King Jr.) also were 
persistent to show that discrimination is wrong and 
everyone is the same. So many important people 
could have just said, “whatever” and given up. But 
they didn’t and now we have so much information. 
There are a lot of examples of persistence at our 
school, Orchard Middle School. For example, two girls 
wanted to do a duet just for themselves for the next 
band concert. Only problem is, one plays clarinet and 
one plays trumpet. The duet must be for both those 
instruments, and the time to be played has to be 
under two minutes. But they keep trying, because 
they are persistent and want to show the people 
attending the next concert that they practiced hard 
enough to add something amazing and personal. 
 

Another example of persistence in school is with Mrs. 
Sato. She, unfortunately, lost her mother and is not 
here for three days. But she is going back on the 
fourth day, which shows that she loves teaching so 
much and will move through the tragedy to help her 
students learn. Her students also help her move 
through by sending her cards and encouragement. The 
students are persistent to help their teacher, and Mrs. 
Sato is persistent because she is moving through the 
death of her mother to help her students learn, and 
that is very persistent and caring. 

There are still more, and that is very, very 
good. If no one was persistent, then no one would get 
good grades. Be good teachers. Make mind blowing 
discoveries. And no one would be happy. Persistence 
helps us make good choices, from getting an A+ on a 
test to standing up for what is right to turning the 
world upside down with discoveries. That is what it 
means to be persistent, and what a good quality it is!  
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Jake Gehrt 
 
 
 

5 3   7     

6   1 9 5    

 9 8     6  

8    6    3 
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 6     2 8  

   4 1 9   5 
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      Across 

3. really hard to cut 
5. Can be different colors and is juicy 
7. Has a pit and is very yummy 
9. ‘tropical’ and green 
10. Minions favorite fruit 
11. it looks like a yellow watermelon 

Down 
1. Orange and you peel it apart 
2. yellow and sour 
4. tiny fruit that can be green or purple/red 
6. a orange tomato looking fruit but it is very sweet for some reason 
8. looks like a big orange but it’s not an orange!!!!!!!! 

  

16 



 

Minion Page 
                                           By Isha Patel 
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Optical Illusions 
By:William Nahra 

There are many different types a Optical illusions  
These are Optical illusions that if you shake your head and look back, you see a picture. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This type of Optical illusions is when they make a shape of anything pop out making them 
look real. 
 

 

 
 

The last type of Optical illusion I will talk about is one that appears smaller and smaller. 
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                                                              Orchard Loves Music!  
 By Anoushka Dubey  

Have you ever wondered how many people do band, orchestra, choir or general music? 
Well you are going to find out. In this article you will also learn about how kids feel 
about these 
activities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Perspectives… 
Now that you know how many people do these activities, read the comments below to show you how much 
Orchard Students really do LOVE Music!  

 
Band Orchestra General Music Choir 

“Fun and making new 
friends” 
“I love band!! The Teachers 
are the best and I love 
playing the clarinet. I always 
am looking forward to go to 
band for specials and activity 
period. I always go to the 
band room and when I come 
out there is always a HUGE 
smile on my face.” 

“I feel they are helping me 
succeed.” 
 
“I really enjoy orchestra” 
 
“Orchestra is very fun” 
 
 

“ I really like General Music 
because when we are done 
with everything we get to 
play music games” 
 
 
“General Music helps me 
learn.” 

“Mrs. Kleman is nice and it is 
really fun and you learn a 
lot.” 
 
“I love choir and I love to sing 
it is my most favorite thing in 
the world.” 
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 The Hoops for Hearts Basketball Game! 
by  Madeline Vlaeminck  

 
 
 

The Hoops for Heart Basketball game is a game that raises money for 
the American Heart Association. At Orchard Middle School, on February 17, 2017 a Hoops for Hearts basketball 
game took place. The teachers and students played against each other.  The teachers that played in the 
basketball game will paid money for the T-shirt that went directly to the American Heart Association. The kids that 
wanted to be in the basketball game also paid money for the T-shirt, but this did not guarantee that they would be 
in the basketball game. Mrs. Grimm chose 9 names from each grade to be in the basketball game! The other 
students who did not get chosen for the basketball game, but paid for their T-shirt’s could wear their T-shirt to the 
game. All the money students raised goes to the American Heart Association. In the end, the teachers won the 
Hoops for Hearts game! 
 

                   Teachers                    5th Graders                      6th Graders  

● MVP Mineard  
● The Grimm Reaper  
● Fast-Feet-Fitz 
● Referee Lyons 
● Globatron Gorby 
● Laughing Lapin  
● He-B-2-Tall Evans  
● Shorty  
● MVG 
● Benchwarmer Webb 
● Luce  
● Playmaker Perez  
● Hoopster Harford  
● King J.Ames  
● Lay-up Lavin  
● Slam-Dunk-Sonderman  
● Big Fundamental  
● Martin Madness  
● Inbounds Ivons  
●  Elite Elliot 

● Brinna  
● Elizabeth  
● Mekhi Ali  
● Brian Mcquade  
● Lauren Dunmire  
● Alexis Earle  
● Mckenna Bauza  
● Janiyah Churn 
● Cyrus Rai 

● Vikram Sudraram 
● Taryn Kucharski  
● Izzy Robinson  
● Evan Bell  
● Ava Shaker  
● Brayden Solomon  
● Maureen Bauza  
● Divad Bush 
● Sophia Richmond  
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Cute animal pictures to lighten the day!  
Theme for this one is: MONKEYS! 

( °͡ ͜ʖ °͡)  Joshua Goldfarb 
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Quarterly Quotes 
By Isha Patel 
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Answer Key 
 

Crossword Puzzle Answer Key: 
Across 
3. Mango 
5.  Apple 
7. Cherry 
9. Kiwi 
10.  Banana 
11. Honeydew 
Down 
1. Orange 
2. Lemon 
4. Grape 
6. Persimmon  (This is the correct spelling. There is an extra letter space on the puzzle.) 
8. Pomelo 
  

Sudoku Answer Key 
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